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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 


Listing of the Claims : 

Claims 1-86 (canceled) 

87. (currently amended) A computer-implemented system for auctioning co nducting 
an auction of a plurality of items, at least some of said items being dissimilar, said system 
comprising: 

a) an auctioneer's system and at least two user systems, the auctioneer's system 
communicatively coupled to user systems; 

b) said user systems including: 

bl) means for receiving messages from the auctioneer's system and for 

displaying feese said messages; 

b2) means for receiving bid related information from users; and 
b3) means for transmitting bid information to the auctioneer's system, said bid 
information including bids (S;, P ; ) each comprising a set identification S. and a value parameter 
P., where the set identification S ; identifies a set of items that the a user proposes to transact and 
where the value parameter P, specifies a value proposed by the user for the set of items identified 
by S 4 , at least one of the bids including a set identification Sj identifying at least two different 
items; and 

c) said auctioneer's system including: 

cl) means for generating and transmitting messages to at least one of said user 
systems, said messages including a non-final message indicating that as the auction will continue 
and a final message indicating that aa the auction has terminated; 

c2) means for receiving bid information from at least one of said user systems; 

and 

c3) decision means responsive to the bid information received from the user 
systems for determining whether aa the auction should continue or tenrnnate, said decision 
means including: 
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c3 1) selecting means which selects bids to maximize a function of the value 
parameters ? { of the selected bids; 

c32) means to initiate the generation of a non-final message to at least one user 
system in response to a determination to continue sh the auction; and 

c33) means to initiate the generation of a final message to at least one user 
system in response to a determination to terminate an the auction. 

88. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 87 wherein the selecting 
means constrains the selection such that the sets S. identified by the selected bids are disjoint. 

89. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 88 wherein the items 
comprise television licenses or associated derivative rights. 

90. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 88 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds. 

91. (currently amended) A system as recited in claim 90 wherein the decision means 
compares *e a sum of the parameters P. from the selected bids to a function of the a sum of the 
parameters P. from the selected bids of an earlier round. 

92. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 88 which further includes 
means for limiting bids from a particular user based on previous bidding activity by said 
particular user. 

93 . (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 88 which further includes 
for limiting the number of bids that may be entered by a particular user. 


means 


means 


94. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 88 which farther includes 
for limiting bids to identifying particular sets of said plurality of items. 
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95. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 88 which further includes 
means for limiting a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no less than a minimum 
value, wherein said minimum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set 
identified, and depends on previous bids by the users. 

96. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 88 which further includes 
means for limiting a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no greater than a maximum 
value, wherein said maximum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set 
identified, and depends on previous bids by the users. 

97. (currently amended) A computer-implemented system for auctioning conducting 
an auction of dissimilar items, including multiple instances of each of plural dissimilar items, 
said system comprising: 

a) an auctioneer's system and at least two user systems, the auctioneer's system 
communicatively coupled to user systems; 

b) said user systems including: 

b 1) means for receiving messages from the auctioneer' s system and for 

displaying these said messages; 

b2) means for receiving bid related information from users; and 
b3) means for transmitting bid information to the auctioneer's system, said bid 
information including bids (S i? P^ each comprising a set identification S { and a value parameter 
P., where the set identification S. identifies a set of items that Ae a user proposes to transact and 
where the value parameter P t specifies a value proposed by the user for the- a set of items 
identified by S l , at least one of the bids including a set identification S. identifying at least two 

different items; and 

c) said auctioneer's system including: 

cl) means for generating and transmitting messages to at least one of said user 
systems, said messages including a non-final message indicating that aa the auction will continue 
and a final message indicating that aa the auction has terminated; 
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c2) means for receiving bid information from at least one of said user systems; 

and 

c3) decision means responsive to the bid information received from the user 
systems for determining whether aa the auction should continue or terminate, said decision 
means including; 

c3 1) selecting means which selects bids to maximize a function of the 
value parameters Pj of the selected bids subject to the a constraint that the sets S. identified by the 

selected bids are compatible; 

c32) means to initiate the generation of a non-final message to at least 
one user system in response to a determination to continue as the auction; and 

c33) means to initiate the generation of a final message to at least one 
user system in response to a determination to terminate an the auction, 

98. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 97 wherein the items 
comprise television licenses or associated derivative rights, 

99. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 97 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds. 

100. (currently amended) A system as recited in claim 99 wherein the sets S { identified 
by the selected bids in the a final round of the auction indicate items that will be assigned to the 
respective users after the auction. 

101. (currently amended) A system as recited in claim 99 wherein the decision means 
compares the a sum of the parameters P. from the selected bids to a function of fee a sum of the 
parameters P i from the selected bids of an earlier round. 

102. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 97 which further includes 
means for limiting bids from a particular user based on previous bidding activity by said 
particular user. 
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103. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 97 which further includes 
means for limiting the numher of bids that may be entered by a particular user. 

1 04. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 97 which further includes 
means for limiting bids to identifying particular sets of said plurality of items. 

105. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 97 which further includes 
means for limiting a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no less than a minimum 
value, wherein said minimum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set 
identified, and depends on previous bids by the users. 

1 06. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 97 which further includes 
means for limiting a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no greater than a maximum 
value, wherein said maximum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set 
identified, and depends on previous bids by the users. 

1 07. (currently amended) A computer-implemented method for auctioning conducting 
an auction of a plurality of items among a plurality of users, at least some of said items being 
dissimilar, the method comprising: 

a) receiving bid related information from users at a computer and traiismitting bid 
information for processing by a computer, said bid information including bids (S., P) each 
comprising a set identification S, and a value parameter P,, where the set identification S, 
identifies a set of items that &e a user proposes to transact and where the value parameter P. 
specifies a value proposed by the user for the set of items identified by S, , at least one of the bids 
including a set identification S ; identifying at least two different items; 

b) determining at a sad computer, in response to the bid informauon, whether the 
auction should continue or terminate, said detenmning including the selecting ef bids to 
maximize a function of the value parameters P ; of the selected bids; 
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c) transmitting a message from a computer indicating that the auction will continue 
to at least one user, in response to a determination to continue the auction; and 

d) transmitting a message from a c o mputer indicating that the auction will terminate 
to at least one user, in response to a determination to terminate the auction. 

108. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 107 wherein the determining 
further includes constraining the selection such that the sets S. identified by the selected bids are 
disjoint. 

109. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 108 wherein the items 
comprise television licenses or associated derivative rights, 

110. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 108 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds. 

111. (Currently amended) A method as recited in claim 1 10 wherein the determining 
further includes comparing fee a sum of the parameters P ; from the selected bids to a function of 
the a sum of the parameters P ; from the selected bids of an earlier round. 

1 12. (Previously presented) A memod as recited in claim 108 which further comprises 
limiting bids from a particular user based on previous bidding activity by said particular user. 

1 13. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 108 which further comprises 
limiting the number of bids that may be entered by a particular user. 

114. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 108 which further comprises 
limiting bids to identifying particular sets of said plurality of items. 

115. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 108 which further comprises 
limiting a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no less than a minimum value, wherein 
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said minimum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set identified, and 
depends on previous bids by the users. 

1 16. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 108 which further comprises 
limiting a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no greater than a maximum value, 
wherein said maximum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set identified, 
and depends on previous bids by the users. 

1 17. (currently amended) A computer-implemented method for auctioning conducting 
an auction of a plurality of items among a plurality of users, at least some of said items being 
dissimilar, the method comprising: 

a) receiving bid related information from users at a comput e r and transmitting bid 
information for processing by a computer, said bid information including bids (S,, P ; ) each 
comprising a set identification S, and a value parameter P., where the set identification S, 
identifies a set of items that fee a user proposes to transact and where the value parameter P. 
specifies a value proposed by the user for the set of items identified by S, , at least one of the bids 
including a set identification S f identifying at least two different items; 

b) determining at a said computer, in response to the bid information, whether the 
auction should continue or terminate, said detenmrnng including the selecting ef bids to 
maximize a function of the value parameters P. of the selected bids subject to the a constraint that 
the sets S. identified by the selected bids are compatible; 

c) transmitting a message from a compute? indicating that the auction will continue 
to at least one user, in response to a determination to continue the auction; and 

d) transmitting a message from a computer indicating that the auction will terminate 
to at least one user, in response to a determination to terminate the auction. 

118. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 117 wherein the items 
comprise television licenses or associated derivative rights. 
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1 19. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 1 17 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds. 

120. (currently amended) A method as recited in claim 119 wherein the sets S t 
identified by the selected bids in fee a final round of the auction indicate items that will be 
assigned to fee respective users after the auction, 

121. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 119 wherein the detemining 
further includes comparing the sum of the parameters P ; from the selected bids to a function of 
the sum of the parameters P, from the selected bids of an earlier round. 

122. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 1 17 which further comprises 
limiting bids from a particular user based on previous bidding activity by said particular user. 

123. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 117 which further comprises 
limiting the number of bids that may be entered by a particular user. 

124. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 117 which further comprises 
limiting bids to identifying particular sets of said plurality of items. 

125. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 1 1 7 which further comprises 
limiting a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no less than a minimum value, wherein 
said rninimum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set identified, and 
depends on previous bids by the users. 

126. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 117 which further comprises 
limiting a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no greater than a maximum value, 
wherein said maximum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set identified, 
and depends on previous bids by the users. 
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1 27 . (Currently amended) A system for conducting a computer-implemented auction 

of a plurality of items among a plurality of users, at least some of said items being dissimilar, 

said system comprising: 

a) means for receiving bid information, said bid information including bids (Sj, P ; ) 

each comprising a set identification S. and a value parameter P., where the set identification S, 
identifies a set of items that the a user proposes to transact and where the value parameter Pj 
specifies a value proposed by the user for the set of items identified by S t , at least one of the bids 
including a set identification S i identifying at least two different items; 

b) means for transmitting signals based on the bid information for processing by a 
computer; and 

c) means at a said computer for determirdng, based on the signals, the items to be 
assigned to the users, said determining means including selecting means which selects bids to 
maximize a function of the value parameters ? { of the selected bids. 

128. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 127 wherein the selecting 
means constrains the selection such that the sets S, identified by the selected bids are disjoint. 

129. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 128 wherein the items 
comprise television licenses or associated derivative rights. 

130. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 128 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds. 

131. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 130 wherein the deterniining 
means compares the sum of the parameters P, from the selected bids to a function of the sum of 
the parameters P. from the selected bids of an earlier round. 
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132. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 128 which further includes 
means for limiting bids from a particular user based on previous bidding activity by said 
particular user. 

133. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 128 which further includes 
means for limiting the number of bids that may be entered by a particular user. 

134. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 128 which further includes 
means for limiting bids to identifying particular sets of said plurality of items. 

135. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 128 which further includes 
means for limiting a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no less than a minimum 
value, wherein said minimum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set 
identified, and depends on previous bids by the users. 

136. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 128 which further includes 
means for limiting a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no greater than a maximum 
value, wherein said maximum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set 
identified, and depends on previous bids by the users. 

137. (currently amended) A system for conducting a computer-implemented auction 
of dissimilar items, including multiple instances of each of plural dissimilar items, among a 
plurality of users, said system comprising: 

a) means for receiving bid information, said bid information including bids (S., ?) 
each comprising a set identification S. and a value parameter P, where the set identification s, 
identifies a set of items that fee a user proposes to transact and where the value parameter P, 
specifies a value proposed by the user for the set of items identified by S., at least one of the bids 
including a set identification Sj identifying at least two different items; 

b) means for transmitting signals based on the bid information for processing by a 
computer; and 
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c) means at a said computer for determining, based on the signals, the items to be 
assigned to the users, said determining means including selecting means which selects bids to 
maximize a function of the value parameters P. of the selected bids subject to the a constraint that 
the sets S. identified by the selected bids are compatible. 

138. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 137 wherein the items 
comprise television licenses or associated derivative rights. 

139. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 137 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds. 

140. (Currently amended) A system as recited in claim 139 wherein the sets S. 
identified by the selected bids in the a final round of the auction indicate items that will be 
assigned to the respective users after the auction. 

141 . (Pieviously presented) A system as recited in claim 139 wherein the detennining 
means compares the sum of the parameters P, from the selected bids to a function of the sum of 
the parameters P. from the selected bids of an earlier round. 

142. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 137 which further includes 
means for limiting bids from a particular user based on previous bidding activity by said 
particular user. 

143. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 137 which further includes 
means for limiting the number of bids that may be entered by a particular user. 

144. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 137 which further includes 
means for limiting bids to identifying particular sets of said plurality of items. 
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145 . (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 1 37 which further includes 
means for limiting a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no less than a minimum 
value, wherein said minimum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set 
identified, and depends on previous bids by the users. 

146. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 137 which further includes 
means for limiting a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no greater than a maximum 
value, wherein said maximum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set 
identified, and depends on previous bids by the users. 

147. (currently amended) A method for conducting a computer-implemented auction 
of a plurality of items among a plurality of users, at least some of said items being dissimilar, in 
a system including an auctioneer's system, the method comprising: 

a) receiving bid information from at least one of said users, said bid information 
including nneormore bids (S., each bid comprising a set identification S. and a value 
parameter P., where the set identification S. identifies a set of items that the a user proposes to 
transact and where the value parameter P ; specifies a value proposed by the user for the set of 
items identified by S. , at least one of the bids including a set identification S. identifying at least 

two different items; 

b) transmitting signals based on the bid information to a computer; and 

c) determining at a said, computer, based on the signals, the items to be assigned to 
the users, said determining including the selecting ef bids to maximize a function of the value 
parameters Pj of the selected bids. 

148. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 147 wherein the determining 
further includes constraining the selection such that the sets S, identified by the selected bids are 

disjoint 
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1 49. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 1 48 wherein the items 
comprise television licenses or associated derivative rights. 

1 50. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 148 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds. 

151. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 150 wherein the deterrnining 
further includes comparing the sum of the parameters P. from the selected bids to a function of 
the sum of the parameters P t from the selected bids of an earlier round. 

152. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 148 which further comprises 
limiting bids from a particular user based on previous bidding activity by said particular user. 

153. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim I48.which further comprises 
hunting the number of bids that may be entered by a particular user. 

154. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 148 which further comprises 
limiting bids to identifying particular sets of said plurality of items. 

155. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 148 which further comprises 
limiting a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no less than a niinimum value, wherein 
said rninimum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set identified, and 
depends on previous bids by the users. 

156. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 148 which further comprises 
limiting a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no greater than a maximum value, 
wherein said maximum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set identified, 
and depends on previous bids by the users. 
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1 57. (currently amended) A method for conducting a computer-implemented auction 

of dissimilar items, including multiple instances of each of plural dissimilar items, among a 

plurality of users, the method comprising: 

a) receiving bid information from H t least one of said users, said bid information 
including one or more bids (Sj, Pj) a each bid comprising a set identification S, and a value 
parameter P p where the set identification S , identifies a set of items that the a user proposes to 
transact and where the value parameter P, specifies a value proposed by the user for the set of 
items identified by S. , at least one of the bids including a set identification S j identifying at least 

two different items; 

b) transmitting signals based on the bid information to a computer; and 

c) determining at a said computer, based on the signals, the items to be assigned to 
the users, said determining including the selecting ef bids to maximize a function of the value 
parameters P, of the selected bids subject to the a constraint that the sets S, identified by the 
selected bids are compatible. 

158. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 157 wherein the items 
comprise television licenses or associated derivative rights. 

1 59. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 157 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds. 

160. (currently amended) A method as recited in claim 159 wherein the sets S; 
identified by the selected bids in the a final round of the auction indicate items that will be 
assigned to fee respective users after the auction. 

161 (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 159 wherein the determining 
mrther includes comparing the sum of the parameters P, from the selected bids to a function of 
the sum of the parameters P. from the selected bids of an earlier round. 
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162. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 157 which further comprises 
limiting bids from a particular user based on previous bidding activity by said particular user. 

163. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 157 which further comprises 
limiting the number of bids that may be entered by a particular user. 

164. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 1 57 which further comprises 
Umiting bids to identifying particular sets of said plurality of items. 

165. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 157 which further comprises 
limiting a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no less than a minimum value, wherein 
said nunimum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set identified, and 
depends on previous bids by the users. 

166. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 157 which further comprises 
limiting a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no greater than a maximum value, 
wherein said maximum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set identified, 
and depends on previous bids by the users. 

167. (currently amended) A computer-implemented system for aueMag conducting 
a n auction of a plurality of types of items among a plurality of users, a plurality of each type of 
item being auctioned, the system comprising: 

a) means for transmitting from a compu t er to users information including at least a 

current proposed price for each of the plurality of types of items; 

b) means for receiving bid related information from users *H*-ee*pu** and 
transmitting bid information for processing by a computer, said bid information including bids 
each comprising a set identification S, where the set identification S, identifies a set of rtems that 
fee a user proposes to transact at the current proposed prices, at least one of the bids including a 
set identification S. identifying a set containing at least two different types of items; 
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c) means for selecting bids to maximize a function of values of the selected bids 

based on the current proposed prices; 

d) means for determining at a said, computer, in response to the bid information, 

whether the auction should continue or terminate; and 

e) means for transmitting a message from a oomputer to users indicating that the 
auction will continue in response to a determination to continue the auction, said message 
including an updated current proposed price for at least one of the types of items. 

168. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 167 wherein the selecting 
means constrains the selection such that the sets S, identified by the selected bids are disjoint. 

169. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 168 wherein the items 
comprise television licenses or associated derivative rights. 

170. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 167 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds and the determining means compares the sum of the values of the 
selected bids with a function of the sum of the values of to selected bids of an earlier round, 

171. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 167 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds and the determining means considers whether any new bids were 
submitted by any user in a round. 

172. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 167 wherein the determining 
means compares the sum of bids to an amount offered. 

173 (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 167 which further includes 
means for limiting bids from a particular user based on previous bidding activity by said 
particular user. 
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174. (currently amended) A computer-implemented system for auctioning co nductin g 

m Miction of a plurality of types of items among a plurality of users, a plurality of each type of 

item being auctioned, the system comprising: 

a) means for transmitting te a a comput e ? to users information including at least a 
current proposed price for each of the plurality of types of items; 

b) means for receiving bid related information from users at a comput e r and 
transmitting bid information for processing by a computer, said bid information including bids 
each comprising a set identification S, where the set identification S, identifies a set of items that 
the a user proposes to transact at the current proposed prices, at least one of the bids including a 
set identification S, identifying a set containing at least two different types of items; 

c) means for selecting bids to maximize a function of values of the selected bids 
based on the current proposed prices subject to the a constraint that the sets S l identified by the 

selected bids are compatible; 

d) means for detemuning at a said computer, in response to the bid information, 

whether the auction should continue or terminate; and 

e) means for transmitting a message from a o omprte * to users indicating that the 
auction will continue in response to a determination to continue the auction, said message 
including an updated current proposed price for at least one of the types of items. 

175. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 174 wherein the selecting 
means constrains the selection such that me sets S, identified by the selected bids are disjoint. 

176. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 175 wherein the items 
comprise television licenses or associated derivative rights. 

177. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 1 74 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds and the determining means compares the sum of the values of the 
selected bids with a function of the sum of the values of the selected bids of an earlier round. 
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178. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 174 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds and the determining means considers whether any new bids were 
submitted by any user in a round. 

179. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 174 wherein the determining 
means compares the sum of bids to an amount offered. 

180. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 174 which further includes 
means for limiting bids from a particular user based on previous bidding activity by said 

particular user. 

181. (currently amended) A computer-implemented method for aue&eeisg conducting 
auction of a plurality of types of items among a plurality of users, a plurality of each type of 
item being auctioned, the method comprising: 

a) transmitting to**emputef to users information including at least a current 
proposed price for each of the plurality of types of items; 

b) receiving bid related information from users at a compu t er and transmitting bid 
information for processing by a computer, said bid information including bids each comprising a 
set identification S, where the set identification 8, identifies a set of items that *e a user proposes 
to transact at the current proposed prices, at least one of the bids including a set identification S, 
identifying a set containing at least two different types of items; 

e) selecting bids to maximize a function of values of the selected bids based on the 

current proposed prices; 

d) delmntaiiw-ta^co^ 
auction should continue or terminate; and 

e) transmitting a message from a compu te r to users indicating that the auction will 
continue in response to a determination to continue the auction, said message including an 
updated current proposed price for at least one of the types of items. 
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182. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 181 wherein the selecting 
further includes constraining the selection such that the sets S, identified by the selected bids are 

disjoint. 

1 83. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 182 wherein the items 
comprise television licenses or associated derivative rights. 

184. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 181 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds and the deterrruning includes comparing the sum of the values of 
the selected bids with a function of the sum of the values of the selected bids of an earlier round. 

185. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 181 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds and Hie determining includes considering whether any new bids 
were submitted by any user in a round. 

186. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 181 wherein the determining 
includes comparing the sum of bids with an amount offered. 

187. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 181 which further includes 
limiting bids from a particular user based on previous bidding activity by said particular user. 

188. (currently amended) A computer-implemented method for auetieekig conducting 
«, auction of a plurality of types of items among a plurality of users, aplurality of each type of 
item being auctioned, the method comprising: 

a) transmitting feemaoomputo to users information including at least a current 

proposed price for each of the plurality of types of items; 

b) receiving bid related information from at least one of said users (***emp** «* 
transmitting bid information for processing by a computer, said bid information including bids 
each comprising a set identification S, where the set identification S, identifies a set of items that 
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the user proposes to transact at the current proposed prices, at least one of the bids including a set 
identification S ; identifying a set containing at least two different types of items; 

c) selecting bids to maximize a function of values of the selected bids based on the 
current proposed prices subject to the a constraint that the sets S j identified by the selected bids 

are compatible; 

d) determining at a said computer, in response to the bid information, whether the 

auction should continue or terminate; and 

e) transmitting a message from a computer to users indicating that the auction will 
continue in response to a determination to continue the auction, said message including an 
updated current proposed price for at least one of the types of items. 

189. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 188 wherein the selecting 
further includes constraining the selection such that the sets S ; identified by me selected bids are 

disjoint. 

190. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 189 wherein the items 
comprise television licenses or associated derivative rights. 

191. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 188 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds and the determining includes comparing the sum of the values of 
the selected bids with a function of the sum of the values of the selected bids of an earlier round. 

192. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 188 wherein the auction is 
conducted in multiple rounds and the determining includes considering whether any new bids 

were submitted by any user in a round. 

193. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 1 88 wherein the determining 
includes comparing the sum of bids with an amount offered. 
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1 94. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 1 88 which further includes 
limiting bids from a particular user based on previous bidding activity by said particular user. 


22 


PAGE 23/29 ' RCVD AT 3/3/2006 3:00:35 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/18 1 DWS:2738300 1 CSID:202 293 6229 1 DURATION (mm-ss):OW0 


